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Background 

Coalition Clean Baltic would like to raise serious concerns on lack of compliance and enforcement of fundamental 
principles and provisions of the Helsinki Convention (1992) including the precautionary principle (Art.3.2), the polluter-
pays principle (Art. 3.4), avoidance of transboundary impacts (Art.3.6), obligation to provide information to other 
Contracting Parties and general public (Regulation 16,17), respective HELCOM Recommendations in case of 
development of large infrastructure projects, as exemplified by the most recent ones listed below. 

− Relatively detailed information about D33 project offshore oil exploration project was presented to HELCOM 
Contracting Parties and Observers by the Russian Federation at a dedicated special session of XXI Baltic Sea Day 
Forum for the first time since brief submissions to HELCOM in 2012-2016 (HOD 51-2016,  HOD 49-2015, HOD 41-
2013, HOD 37-2012), containing geographic coordinates, license formalities and details of facilities for oil 
prospecting. By March 2021 a permission for the construction of this large-scale offshore installation had been 
already granted by the authorities, without any consultation on potential transboundary impacts, including risks of 
oil spills, as required by the Helsinki Convention (1992). CCB welcomes that partly the EIA documentation was made 
available in English, but questions why it was not then shared with possibly affected Contracting Parties. 

− Reclamation of an artificial island Lynetteholm is planned outside the harbor of Copenhagen, Denmark, with the 
purpose of providing flood protection and an area for urban development. The national EIA has primarily addressed 
only associated impacts. The experts are concerned that establishment of Lynetteholm could have disastrous 
consequences for the whole Baltic Sea, leading to obstruction of one of three deep channels in Øresund and 
blocking salty waters inflow to the Baltic Sea. The magnitude of the Lynetteholm project is comparable to the 
Øresund Tunnel and Bridge. A bill, specifying the construction has been tabled to the Danish Parliament for 
adoption in early June. According to the Espoo Convention, only Sweden was consulted about the project and 
provided its mostly negative response, including on dumping of seabed sediments and risk of impact of the Swedish 
Natura 2000 area near Falsterbo. Germany or any other Contracting Parties were not consulted.  

− A construction tender is underway for the Deepwater Container Terminal to be built in Swinoujscie, Poland, just 
five kilometers off the German border, becoming one of the largest container ports on the southern coast of the 
Baltic Sea. According to the proprietor, the port will stretch hundreds of meters into the ocean from the shoreline, 
and be accessible to the largest vessels currently sailing the Baltic Sea. Expected environmental impacts range from 
destruction of 400 ha of forest and 2 km of natural beach, disturbance and destruction of flora, fauna and fish 
spawning areas, change in current conditions and the associated material transport along the coastline, air pollution 
from increased ship and road traffic, industrialization of a recreational region with massive effects on tourism. The 
project contradicts with EU Habitat Directive, Helsinki and Espoo Conventions, bilateral German-Polish agreements. 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to: 

− take note of the information presented by CCB 

− request the Russian Federation, Denmark and Poland to provide Helsinki Convention with all relevant information 
for thorough assessment of transboundary environmental impacts related to the aforementioned projects 

− task HELCOM PRESSURE, STATE & CONSERVATION, MARITIME and RESPONSE Groups, to discuss presented 
additional information and develop actions for consideration of Heads of Delegation Meeting in December 2021, 
i.a. on mechanisms to ensure implementation and enforcement of relevant provisions of the Helsinki Convention. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2060-2021-786/MeetingDocuments/1-2%20Annotations%20to%20the%20Provisional%20Agenda.pdf
https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Rec-40-1.pdf
https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Rec-35-1.pdf
https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Rec-19-17.pdf
https://www.helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Rec-18-2.pdf
https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Rec-17-3.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ALZIpKa3bPFTrpT3sSbcBDaAxamLTf2v?usp=sharing
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2051-2016-400/MeetingDocuments/8-6%20Information%20on%20Lukoil%20activity.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2049-2015-247/MeetingDocuments/6-6%20Information%20on%20the%20planned%20activity%20of%20the%20oil%20company%20Lukoil.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/Archive/Shared%20Documents/HOD%2041-2013_5-3-INF%20Info%20Lukoil%202013.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/Archive/Shared%20Documents/HOD%2041-2013_5-3-INF%20Info%20Lukoil%202013.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/Archive/Shared%20Documents/HOD%2037-2012_6-5%20RU%20Information%20on%20offshore%20activities.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZZE8Mofawc8pKpogo2JoAh9B3yDW9ZqR/view?usp=sharing
https://www.kk.dk/lynetteholm
https://www.naturvardsverket.se/Stod-i-miljoarbetet/Remisser-och-Yttranden/Remisser/Planer-i-vara-grannlander---Esbokonventionen/Samrad-om-nyetablering-av-on-Lynetteholm-utanfor-Kopenhamns-hamn/
https://www.port.szczecin.pl/en/offer/deepwater-container-terminal/

